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BINDING AS A CAREER

IN the course of my lectures I have been asked many
questions by students. I have been asked if I should
recommend a library to set up its own bindery, and
I said that while I thought it might pay for a few of the
very largest libraries to bind their own books, generally
it would be cheaper and better to employ a binder who
specialized in library binding.

Library binding has become a highly specialized sec-
tion of the binding trade, much helped by machinery.
Very few libraries could afford the necessary space and
equipment or could keep a machine-bindery fully
employed. Many libraries could employ a bookbinder
to do odd repairs, recovering and lettering, and there
are also many advantages in binding and repairing
books of great value on the library premises, as this
avoids the risk such books run while away from the
library and sav.es much anxiety and also the cost of
special insurance. Of course a skilled binder must be
employed for this work.

Several of the students asked if I should advise them to
learn bookbinding with a view to earning a living at it.

I think that there are very fair prospects for students
of bookbinding, but only if they will study as seriously
asa say, a student of music is expected to do. No music
student would imagine that money could be earned by
elementary class studies, and yet craft students who
have reached a corresponding stage are apt to thinlr
that they should be able to sell their work. There is a
vast difference between work that will please relatives
and friends and work that will command a fair price in
the open market